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Mechanisms for Constructing National Values in
Celebratory Poetic Discourse: An Argumentative—

Cognitive Study of Selected Poems by Dr. Abdullah Al-
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the mechanisms through which national values are constructed in
the celebratory poetic discourse of Dr. Abdullah Al-Khudair by analyzing selected poems
composed for national commemorative occasions. It examines the argumentative strategies
and cognitive representations employed by the poet to transform a temporal occasion into a
value-based structure that reinforces collective consciousness. The significance of the study
lies in its attempt to reassess celebratory poetry, which has often been marginalized in literary
criticism as merely occasional or ceremonial verse. Al-Khudair's poetic experience, however,
demonstrates the capacity of this discourse to employ cognitive-argumentative strategies that
consolidate national values while performing significant semantic and cultural functions. In
this way, the study moves beyond the notion of poetry as a simple expression of celebration.

The research adopts an integrative analytical approach that combines argumentative
pragmatics with cognitive linguistics. It employs a range of cognitive analytical tools,
including conceptual metaphor, image schemas, conceptual blending, and embodied
cognition, in order to investigate the interaction between argumentative structure and
cognitive structure in shaping the concepts of national identity and belonging within the
poetic discourse.

The findings reveal that the poet employs several discursive strategies that contribute to the
construction of national values. Among the most prominent are ontological metaphors, which
transform abstract concepts into concrete cognitive entities, such as representing Mount
Tuwaiq as a symbol of national identity and resilience. The discourse also relies on the
strategy of exemplification by invoking national leaders as symbolic models to reinforce the
legitimacy of national values. Furthermore, the findings indicate that celebratory poetry in
Al-Khudair's work transcends the immediate occasion, functioning as a conscious discursive
practice that contributes to shaping the recipient's national consciousness.

Keywords:
Celebratory poetic discourse; Argumentation; Conceptual metaphor; National values;
Cognitive linguistics.
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