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Abstract
The study examined the reconfiguration of family structure and relationships in

light of internal displacement resulting from the April 2023 war in Sudan, based
on Pierre Bourdieu's perspective of constructivist structuralism. It was conducted
in the villages of Merowe city, located on the east and west banks of the Nile in
the Northern State, northern Sudan. The study aimed to understand the
transformations in family composition and relationships among extended family
members in the context of displacement, and to reveal the conditions that
.contributed to their emergence as well as the strategies used to adapt to them
Relying on a qualitative approach, the study's sample consisted of 25 extended
families, totaling 75 individuals, with three members from each family
representing the three generations within the household.

The results showed that displacement conditions and the accompanying changes
- in residency patterns - shifting from independent housing to shared living
contributed to reconfiguring the family composition and relationships by
reorganizing roles, responsibilities, resources, and positions of authority within
the extended family. Furthermore, the findings revealed that displacement is not
merely a change in residence; rather, it is linked to a structural reconfiguration of
family relationships driven by shifting living conditions, resources, and the
sphere of daily interaction.

,The study indicated that shared living helped enhance family solidarity, support
and the ability to cope with the pressures of displacement. However, the
continuation of the crisis and prolonged displacement imposed increasing strain
on this mechanism due to resource depletion and the rising cost of living. This
,contributed to the emergence of tensions and disputes over resources
responsibilities, privacy, and authority, producing contradictory family
relationships that combine closeness and distance, as well as solidarity and
division.

The study recommends integrating the family dimension into displacement
response policies, providing suitable housing that respects privacy, supporting
livelihoods, incorporating family conflict management into social support
programs for displaced persons, and involving displaced families in the design of
intervention programs.

Keywords: Displacement, Social Transformations, Extended Family Family
Structure, Family Relations, Structural Reconfiguration
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