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Abstract:

This study examines the role of narrative place in representing spatial and
social transformations associated with rural development in Sudan through
a geographical reading of Omar Hayati’s novel Sagr al-Huraydan: In Umm
Saad Village, Nothing Seems as It Is. It addresses the limited connection
between narrative place analysis and geographical approaches to rural
development in Sudanese fiction. A descriptive-analytical approach with a
geographical perspective was adopted to examine spatial units, their
functions, and their relationships with characters, events, spatial
organization, and socio-economic transformations. The findings reveal a
spatial dichotomy between closed places—represented by the diwan, the
shop, and the grain-storage pits—which are associated with domination
and dependency, and open places—represented by the cooperative
association, the bridge, the road, the zawiya, and the land—which are
associated with movement, participation, and the reorganization of rural
space. The analysis also identifies symbolic dimensions of place associated
with memory, belonging, and local identity. Developmental transformation
extends beyond economic growth to include the reorganization of space,
changes in participation and resource management, and transformations in
social relations. The study concludes that the novel constitutes a qualitative
source of geographical knowledge, particularly for understanding spatial
organization and transformations associated with rural development in
Sudan.

Keywords: Cultural Geography ,Narrative Place , Rural Development ,
Rural Space , Developmental Transformation ,Spatial Inequality.
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