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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the concept of the narrator in light of its linguistic
origins and its terminological development within narratology, while exploring
its relationship with related concepts such as the narrated, the narratee, and the
narrator/relator (al-sard). The study begins by tracing the etymological root of
the term in Arabic and examining its semantic shifts from the sensory domain to
the figurative, and ultimately to its abstract critical usage, before moving on to
investigate its manifestations in modern narrative theory.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to deconstruct the structure of
the term and its functions, supported by a comparative method that analyzes a
number of Arabic and translated narratological dictionaries in order to reveal
differences in translation and variations in definition. It also draws on the tools of
narratology and reader-response theory to compare the concept of the narrator
with related notions such as the implied author and the implied reader,
highlighting points of convergence and divergence among them.

The study concludes that the term narrator has undergone profound semantic
transformations, and that the terminological confusion in Arabic critical studies
is largely due to inconsistencies in translation and the lack of standardization of
terms. This calls for greater methodological rigor in dealing with narratological
concepts.

Keywords: narrator, narrative theory, narrator, implicit author, implicit reader,
receiving theory.
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